
Breast and Cervical Cancer Control in Low- and Middle-Income Countries
The United Nations estimate that the amount of total financing needed to achieve the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) is between $5-7 trillion annually 1. Current levels of development financing 
are not sufficient with an estimated $2.5 trillion funding gap per annum to realize the SDGs in 
developing countries alone 2. Yet, investment in these goals makes economic sense - SDGs could open 
up US$12 trillion of market opportunities and create 380 million new jobs by 2030 3. In addition the 
Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated existing funding gaps which has resulted in reduced access to 
vital cancer screenings and testing. The Initiative will help support existing diagnostic and therapeutic 
infrastructures as well as incentivize the development of innovations which have the potential to 
improve the lives of millions of women across the globe.That said, many investors still perceive serious 
barriers to receiving appropriate risk-adjusted returns, both in terms of investing in emerging markets 
as well as investing in SDG initiatives including preventing, diagnosing, and treating women’s cancers.

A blended financing structural approach is one of the most effective ways to close the funding gap by 
reducing risk and attracting private investment for addressing women’s cancers.  Blended financing 
combines donor support coming from public and philanthropic sources including governments, 
development agencies and foundations/grant-making organizations with the resources of investors 
that have social impact as a priority portfolio outcome.  The donor capital and in-kind contributions 
lower the risk of projects which attracts the private investment.

IsDB, IAEA and the Centre for Global Health and Development hosted multi-sectoral roundtables in 
Washington, D.C. and London to socialize the initiative to private sector companies, private investors, 
development agencies and multi-lateral agencies. Following up on these meetings, this small group 
virtual event will gather select leaders from governments and development agencies, heads of 
non-governmental organizations, and senior representatives from foundations and granting bodies to 
discuss the role of donor capital in unlocking private resources for addressing women’s cancers.

The initiative has already received support from the Governments of the United States of America, the 
Russian Federation, France, Monaco and Sweden as well as from private sector partners.

Participants in this invitation-only small group virtual meeting will:

•  Discuss potential financing models and strategies which will utilize donor philanthropic and  
    governmental funding to directly support the initiative and unlock private resources

•  Consider how to catalyze capital and other contributions for sustainable investments to address  
    women’s cancers in emerging markets.   

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/dsgsm1340.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/


